





Devyn, a resident in Larkin Street’s Castro Youth Housing Initiative for LGBTQQ youth, is a motivated
queer youth advocate. This fall, Devyn conceived, planned, and launched Fruity Wednesdays, a weekly
community-building event for queer youth at Larkin Street’s Drop-In Center.

Devyn recognized a clear and most basic need among

queer youth who are homeless: a safe place to take a “Open Mic Night is empowering
shower. She worked WI'Th Larkin Street staff to launch and inspires LGBT youth and their allies to
Queer Youth Shower Night on October 6, 2010. Over th Ives th h tward
the past seven months, the weekly event has evolved express erT]se Ves roklg an outwar
into Fruity Wednesdays, which now draws about 25 creative process.” — Dean

youth every Wednesday night.

“My goal for the program is to constantly have something going on and it is important to have it be youth led and run,” said
Devyn. “I would like more youth to show up and more community partners to get involved by hosting workshops and really
see the program thrive.”

Following the media coverage of several tragic suicides of queer youth this winter, Devyn envisioned the potential for the
weekly event to grow into a life-affirming “anti-death” night. She hoped to create a space where the queer youth community
can come together, talk about the stigma and struggles they face, and participate in a community-building evening of queer-
focused programming.

Now, the first Wednesday of every month is an Open Mic night, where youth express them-

selves through spoken word and performance. Each night includes special programming

and upcoming presentations including suicide prevention, sex-positive relationships, and

drama therapy. Mostly, Fruity Wednesdays

is a safe, affirming, and 100% youth-led

“Fruity Wednesdays is a place to feel safe opportunity for queer youth to hang out
and understood and respected.” - Billy and support each other.

“One night a week we offer dinner,
activities, a clothing closet, free HIV testing and more importantly, a safe space for LGBT
youth and allies of San Francisco to meet and build community with one another,” said Dean,
a youth intern.

As part of the upcoming Pride Celebration, Devyn and the other youth interns, Billy and
Dean, along with other volunteers behind Fruity Wednesdays’ success, will plant a Wish
Tree in the Tenderloin National Forest on Cohen Alley off Ellis Street. The living art piece
will represent the hopes these queer youth have for their futures.

On January 27, 2011, the youth in the Larkin Street art program and audio visual workshop
hosted the third Performing Arts Night. The 12 performers put on a stellar show and were
supported by the youth in the audio production workshop that filmed the show. Performances
included standup comedy, singing, guitar solos, poetry, and original pieces both in guitar/
singing as well as hip hop and rap.

“I believe that the youth of Larkin Street get to present themselves to their peers in an entertain-
ing and inviting way that can bridge misunderstanding to recognition and acceptance,” said
Peter Carpou, Art Program Manager. “It is also an opportunity fo celebrate the differences that
make up a community. And their participation in a Performing Arts Night or Open Mic Night,
which we have throughout the year, is a form of representation in the community of their peers
but also representing Larkin Street, itself.”




Pottery Barn Makes a Lasting Impression

Imagine dozens of gallons of paint, brushes and rollers whizzing, and new furniture abounding added
to the creativity and generosity of more than a hundred Pottery Barn volunteers and you will only begin
to get a mental image of the enormous scope and impact of Pottery Barn's two day Community
Service Project. In a mere two days on-site, but what amounted to more than 1,500 volunteer hours
includingplanning, Pottery Barnvolunteerstransformedtwo of Larkin Street’s

transitional living programs, LOFT and Avenues fo Independence

(ATI), from housing to homes. Not a single detail was left untouched,

with volunteers installing new light fixtures, painting walls, hanging

curtains, and outfitting rooms with new Pottery Barn furniture and

accessories — items all donated by Pottery Barn.

From idea fo implementation, Pottery Barn employees contributed
their amazing style, eye for detail, and practical knowledge for creating
beautifuland multifunctional spaces while balancing the requests of staffand
youth to completely makeover both sites. The results were incredible and
feelings of home and community echoedinthe newly paintedhalls withyouth
saying, “We are so proud to call this home” and “The people who did it
really cared.”

Even more incredible was how grateful and appreciative all the Pottery Barn employees

were to give their fime, energy, and resources to larkin Street. Brice Gamble, Vice President of Furniture Product Devel-
opment, said “l have never been part of a project where everyone was so passionate about the task at hand! There was not
one person who wasn't giving a 100%. Everyone jumped info their assignments without hesitation and no questions asked.
We worked on the Larkin Street project for a short period of time but the experience will last a lifetime!”

No home makeover can last forever, but the sense of community spirit and the essence of home that Pottery Barn instilled in these
programs definitely made a life-long impression on youth, staff, and volunteers.

- Audrey Muntz, Volunteer Program Manager

Thank You for Meals, Tutoring,
Listening and Caring

Throughout the vyear, volunteers give us lots of reasons to say “Thank You.”
They assemble thousands of Outreach kits, cook hundreds of meals, sort
countless bags of clothing, provide innumerable tutoring sessions and so much
more; and through this, they complete much needed tasks while also reminding
our young people that there is an extensive community supporting them as they
move beyond life on the streets. During April's National Volunteer Week (April
10 - 16), we were given even one more reason fo say “thank you” to the hundreds
of volunteers that donate their fime, energy, and resources to Larkin Street Youth
Services each year and ask that you show your gratitude to all the previous and
current volunteers and Board Members that have helped up support more than
70,000 youth over the last 27 years.



Paving the Way For Our Youth
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