[Date]
The Honorable Carol Liu
Senate Human Services Committee Chair
State Capitol, Room 5061

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:

Senate Bill 119 (Lowenthal)

Position:
Support

Dear Senator Liu:

On behalf of [name of your organization], I would like to inform you that we are pleased to support your measure, Senate Bill 119, cosponsored by the California Coalition for Youth and the John Burton Foundation.  This bill will create a uniform licensing standard for emergency youth shelters in California, ensuring that no young person in California turns to or remains on the street because of barriers to accessing shelter services.
[Insert background information about your organization here.]

According to the California Research Bureau’s Homeless Youth Project, there are potentially 200,000 unaccompanied minors in the state of California, but there aren’t enough programs to serve those youth in local communities throughout the state, including ours. Homeless youth are on the streets because they are often safer than the homes they fled. Youth overwhelming cite family conflict breakdown as the major reason they left their home. 
Emergency youth shelters that do exist throughout the state provide voluntary and temporary shelter to homeless minors to ensure their safety and well-being. These services are critical because they offer immediate safety, food, medical treatment, and many more basic needs services in addition to preventing unaccompanied minors from being further exploited or victimized on the streets. Emergency youth shelters exist to provide an alternative to involving runaway and homeless youth in the law enforcement, child welfare, mental health, and juvenile justice systems. 
Your measure, SB 119, will allow for these shelters to operate with basic regulations that ensure that more youth can access these services, and ultimately, keeping them off the streets. As many as 20 other states establish in statute a licensure requirement explicitly for runaway and homeless shelters or programs and believe that California should be committed to decreasing youth homelessness in the state by removing barriers for youth who are accessing services.  We look forward to working with you on this important matter, and are pleased to support SB 119.

Sincerely,

[Insert Name]
[Insert Title]

cc: 
Senator Alan Lowenthal 

cc:
California Coalition for Youth

