[Date]
The Honorable Loni Hancock

Chair, Senate Public Safety Committee

State Capitol, Room 2082

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:

Senate Bill 123 (Liu)

Position:
Support

Dear Senator Hancock and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of [name of your organization], I would like to inform you that we are pleased to support Senate Bill 123 (Liu), cosponsored by the California Coalition for Youth and the John Burton Foundation.  This bill requires the California Emergency Management Agency, in collaboration with the Senate Office of Research and other stakeholders, to develop a statewide plan to address youth homelessness. 
[Insert background information about your organization here.]

Currently, the State has no clear and coordinated policy to reduce youth homelessness. Research has shown that homeless youth and young adults are at great risk for physical abuse, sexual exploitation, mental health disabilities, chemical or alcohol dependency, and death. The cost of youth homelessness to the State of California is also considerable. Youth and young adults who experience homelessness are disproportionately likely to be arrested and incarcerated as adults, costing California taxpayers over $50,000 per inmate annually. 

While the California Emergency Management Agency is the state agency that administers programming related to youth homelessness, it does so without a strong mandate or clear vision as to how its activities and funding will significantly impact youth homelessness in California.  It is also limited by a budget of just $365,000 per year to serve all of California’s homeless youth.  The Legislature should make an explicit commitment to ending youth homeless.  The State must ascertain the extent of the problem, our capacity to solve it, the cost of ending youth homeless and potential sources of necessary revenue.

The passage of this bill will declare homeless youth a priority, assist California in leveraging existing federal funds, and determine the statewide demand for supportive services for homeless youth among many other things. For these reasons, we are pleased to support SB 123 and urge you to vote “aye” when the measure comes before you.

Sincerely,

[Insert Name]
[Insert Title]

cc: 
Senator Carol Liu 

cc:
California Coalition for Youth

